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CHRISTINE BAURENSCHMIDT -  AHTACOMPETITIONS@GMAIL.COM
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RENATE PRICE -  AHTAGRASSROOTS@GMAIL.COM
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Athlete Development 
KATHLEEN ZIEGLER -  AHTAHIGHPERFORMANCE@GMAIL.COM

Clinics 
BECKY STADEN -  AHTACLINICS@GMAIL.COM





MEMBERSHIPS
Save $10 on individual memberships, and $20 off family

memberships, if you register before March 31st, 2023
 

Senior:          $65
Junior:          $55
Family:         $125

        
 

Junior members must be under 18 years of age as of Jan 1, 2023.
 

A family is defined as immediate family members; including up to 2 senior members and all juniors.

NO FEE PONY CLUB & 
4H PROMOTION
All Pony Club or 4H members are entitled to participate in one
event without requiring an AHTA membership. Show results
will not count towards Year End awards, unless a subsequent
full membership is purchased. 

NEW FOR 2023
AHTA memberships are no longer

required to participate in clinics
only. You do still require an Alberta

Equestrian Federation
membership.



Competition
Level

Previous
Competition
Level Names

AEF AHTA
EC Sport
License

EC Digital
Horse

Recording

EV60 Starter Yes Yes Bronze No

EV75 Pre-Entry Yes Yes Bronze No

EV85 Entry Yes Yes Bronze No

EV90 Pre-Training Yes Yes Bronze No

EV100 Training Yes Yes Silver Yes

EV105 EV105 Yes Yes Silver Yes

EV110 Preliminary Yes Yes Gold Yes

 Alberta Horse Trials Association Membership
 Alberta Equestrian Federation Membership
 Equestrian Canada Sport License

To compete at a sanctioned horse trials in Alberta, you will need the
following 4 memberships: 

1.
2.
3.

Equestrian Canada offers an Eventing Day Ticket for those who wish
to try a competition at EV85 or below. An Eventing Day Ticket may

be purchased at the competition and is only valid for the duration of
the event.



PROVINCIALLY
Mandated Levels

INTENT

CROSS COUNTRY

Introduce horses and riders to the sport. 
Courses should be progressive and inviting.

Speed fault begins at 400 mpm. Speed windows apply as per EV85
rules.
Single jumping efforts only

Minimum 10 strides between fences
No drops
No mandatory water
Courses should be simple & inviting, with considerate placement of
fences on flat or gentle terrain
Use of clearly differentiated colors is recommended, avoiding
reflective materials, gloss paint, or shiny varnishes.

SHOW JUMPING

Maximum Speed: 300 mpm
No combinations - a minimum of 4 strides between fences
A maximum of 30% jumps are permitted at maximum height



EV60 LEVEL EV75 LEVEL

Optimum Speed: 300 mpm
No obstacles without
height

Maximum speed: 300 mpm
No oxers
Rails only - no fill, planks,
boxes...

Maximum height: 60 cm
Maximum width at top: 60 cm

Cross Country:

Show Jumping:

Optimum Speed: 325 mpm
Obstacles without height
must have an option
There may be one
combination. Fences must
be a minimum of 6 strides
apart and numbered
separately. They must be of
favorable appearance and in
an inviting open area. 

Maximum height: 75 cm
Maximum width at top: 75 cm

Cross Country:



WHAT IS EV
105?

YOUR NUMBERS ARE ORANGE ON BLUE

Information from Equestrian Canada and the USEA Eventing Handbook By The Levels

LETS GET TO KNOW
EV 105

Rider Minimum Age: 12 Years
Horse Minimum Age: 4 Years
Qualification Needed:
Minimum 2 CMER at EV100
EC License Level: Silver Sport

RIDER SPECS

COURSE SPECS

A new level introduced
to bridge the gap
between EV100
(previously training
level) and EV110
(previously preliminary
level). It is set to the
height of 1.05m and
has an increase in
technicality in all three
phases from EV100

WHY SHOULD I
RUN EV105?
The EV105 level is a great stepping
stone between the EV100 and the
EV110 level. It has similar technical
elements to EV110, but with a more
inviting height of 105cm. Often
distances are set to have more
strides but the same questions on
the EV110 course, allowing for
riders and horses to build
confidence. Thinking of running an
FEI or EV110? Try a EV105 first!

XC Speed: 500mpm; XC length: 2000-3000m;
XC efforts: between 18 and 25; fixed jump

height: 1.05m, brush; 1.25m; spreads: 1.6m
base and 1.8m obstacle no height; drop: 1.4m

Show jumping speed: 350mpm; SJ height:
1.05m; SJ oxer spread: 1.25m; triple bar

spread: 1.45m
 



AEDs purchased for High Performance & clinics
These devices are key life saving devices in the event one of our
members, or those coming to support riders, requires assistance. 

First Aid Training for members
AHTA offered a discounted rate to those wishing to take first aid to
improve emergency response when at home, clinics and shows.

Fall Safe Clinic held for members
Cross Country Safety & Course Design education course
Development of an AHTA Rider Representative form

This allows for effective & organized feedback from any issues
from the event sites and membership to the board and the
organizers

Event Evaluation Forms for membership
This allows membership to provide feedback about events they
have attended - the form can be found on our website under the
Competitions tab

AHTA 

SAFETY

 The AHTA has been collecting
safety information from Alberta
event technical delegate reports
and Startbox since 2019. We are
starting to be able to report on

some general safety trends at our
events, such as rider falls, horse

falls, and eliminations in all phases. 

INITIATIVES

Trends: Rider fall rates are improving!
In 2019, we were seeing 1 in every 23 riders falling

In 2022, we saw a fall rate of 1 in every 88 riders



RIDER
REPRESENTATIVES
A selected AHTA Director acts as the Rider
Representative at each event. The purpose is to
provide a vehicle for riders to communicate with
event organizers or to find out where to go for
various types of assistance. The name of the Rider
Representative will be posted on the scoreboard,
along with instructions for contact. Riders wishing to
make a point with regard to any facet of the
competition should do so through the Rider
Representative. Any complaints regarding an event
should be given to the Rider Representative to bring
to the attention of the Competitions Committee and
the AHTA, who can then open discussions with those
concerned. 

The Rider Representative, however, does not handle
protests. Competitors wishing to put in a protest
must do so as indicated in Equestrian Canada
Appeals Policy. EC Rules will always supersede any
authority of the Competitions Committee or Rider
Representative. 

In order to protect against liability situations, the
Rider Representative must be careful not to dispense
advice with regard to coaching techniques or the
giving of instruction, but rather is to direct
competitors to the right source in order to find the
help they may need.

Summit Strategies Chartered
Professional Accountants offers a full

slate of professional services
including tax preparation, financial

reporting, and business advisory
services for both personal and

corporate clients.
 

Toll Free: 1 (866) 341-4708
receptionist@summitstrategies.ca

 

mailto:%20receptionist@summitstrategies.ca


 LEADERBOARD
High Point

1.  Points wil l  be calculated using al l  Alberta competitions up to
preliminary level,  and including Out Of Province results for EV105 and
above. Awards wil l  be given annually at the Awards Banquet to the
horse/rider combinations who have accumulated the highest number of
points in the current season. In the event that no competition at that
level  is held in the province, then the award wil l  be given to the AHTA
member who has accumulated the most points.
2.  Prizes to 2nd place. Ribbons to 6th place.
3.  Points are calculated and awarded as per the Table of Points.  For
NAYC, in addition to al l  other points possible,  an extra 10 points wil l  be
awarded to riders who START the competition.
4.  If  a rider el igible for Regular class entry receives points in an Open
class (where no Regular one is offered),  those points wil l  be awarded in
the year end Regular class of the division.

Tie Breakers:
1.  Number of f irsts.  Rider with highest number of f irst place finishes at
division qualif ied for
2.  Number of entries placed above in events where points were earned
in division qualif ied for (cumulative over events in competition years)
3.  Higher number of Alberta Events attended in the competition year at
division qualif ied for

http://www.albertahorsetrials.com/pdf/2015/2015-LeaderboardGradingPoints.pdf




Team CompetitionTeam Competition
AHTA Extreme Tack

Grab your barn mates,
fellow horse gang, or the

stranger filling water
buckets at the event, and

sign up a team! Each
event counts as its own
competition, so you can

switch up teams each
time if you wish!

All forms must 
be completed 

prior to the start 
of dressage. 

Please make sure to
fill in completely! 

TEAMS CONSIST OF
 A MINIMUM OF 3 RIDERS,  TO A 
MAXIMUM OF 4.  A MAX OF TWO
RIDERS CAN BE IN THE SAME

DIVISION. IF A RIDER HAS MORE THAN
ONE HORSE AT THE EVENT, EACH

HORSE AND RIDER PAIRING CAN BE
CONSIDERED ONE SEPARATE MEMBER

 OF THE TEAM, PROVIDING THAT 
YOU STILL HAVE MIXED 

DIVISIONS. 

Only the top 
3 scores (lowest

penalties) of the event
will be counted - the
highest score will be

dropped. 
As to not eliminate teams, a

score of 500 wil l be 
given to a W, R, E, 

or RF.

You can sign up online
at our website OR by
scanning this QR code:

This is offered by the AHTA &
Extreme Tack - thank you to

Extreme Tack for their continued
support! Ribbons and prizes will

be awarded at the AHTA Year End
Banquet. 



PRENTICE CREEK EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

MIND'S EYE RANCH

ALHAMBRA STABLES

MAY 20, 21          LEAH BREAKEY 

JUNE 10, 11         SABRINA GLASER

JULY 1, 2             REBECCA HOWARD & PETER GRAY

AHTA CLINICS

Clinics are first come, first
served. To secure a spot

payment MUST
accompany the fully

completed registration.
 

Clinic forms sent before
the opening date will not

be accepted. 
 

Please ensure the
completion of the form

with all waivers,
membership numbers and
information requested are

received by the contact
person.



Cross country clinics require approved 
 body protector vests that meet or
exceed current Equestrian Canada
rules, Article D114.2. They must be
properly labelled ASTM approved

standard F1937-04 (2017), BETA Level 3
body protector standard or European

standard EN 13158-2018.

The AHTA offers a variety of eventing clinics throughout the year geared towards
all levels of riders and disciplines. During the winter season we even offer online

learning sessions!
 

Our clinics are highly subsidized by the AHTA, and are a really affordable way to get
out under the watchful eye of experienced clinicians from across North America.  

For more info, and to register, head to our 
website at www.albertahorsetrials.com

come learn
with us
ALL CLINICS ARE
FREE TO AUDIT



New Prospects: Rhetorical - Lauren Kornelson
Five Year old: Equites Sauteur - Caitlyn Sutherland
Four Year old: Port Rouge - Leah Breakey
Three Year old: Callisto - Dagmar Fortmuller
Two Year old: McKenzie King - Lindsay Stewart

The AHTA Young Prospects Program was started in 2016 and continues to provide
an opportunity for developing young competition horses in Alberta. Each year we
have had a good balance of young stock in the Two & Three year old classes, Four
and Five year old groups, as well as some exciting New Prospects.

Our top score horses of the day for 2022 were as follows: 

Here is a look at the high score youngsters from 2022!

YOUNG PROSPECTS
PROGRAM Submitted by Brenda Thompson

CallistoMcKenzie King

Equites SauteurPort RougeRhetorical



The Thomas Family                                 
Moore and Co Veterinary Centers
Four Winds Saddle Services

Sponsors for the 2022 Young Prospects Program were: 

This year the 2023 Young Prospects Evaluation will take place again at
Alhambra Stables on Thursday, August 17th, leading into the Alhambra
Summer Event. Looking forward to seeing what this year’s evaluation brings
for nice youngsters and how the younger group from last year is developing.

In addition to High Score awards for each of the designated classes we will
have, once again this year, the Thoroughbred Incentive Program Awards. If
you have an OTTB, be sure to get your TIP registration number- it’s free and
just another way you can enjoy your off the track thoroughbreds in the sport
of eventing. 

For more information on the AHTA Young Prospects Program you can 
access the full AHTA YPP Rules Handbook and other pertinent information on
it’s own page on the Alberta Horse Trials website. 

Registration will be available online so watch for the opening date for 
registrations to be released soon. 

If you would like to become more involved with Sponsorship or in any
other way, contact Brenda Thompson at riversideequestrianrd@gmail.com

Hashbrowns Homestead Supplies
Riding Defined

mailto:riversideequestrianrd@gmail.com


Alberta Horse Trials is proud that 2023 marks the sixteenth
year of the Eventing High Performance Program.

The Alberta Eventing High Performance (HP) Program is aimed
at developing Alberta riders and horses that are competing at
the Training level and above, who are interested in pursuing
the sport at the upper levels. The program is separated into
three tiers - the High Performance Team (riders who have
completed 3 Prelim level horse trials)  and the Development
Team (riders who have 3 Training MER and are getting ready to
move to the Prelim level)  and U18 (riders who are aged 12-18
years and have at least 2 PreTraining MER). Riders, meeting
the membership criteria, are invited to register in the program
for the following season. Active Eventing coaches are
welcome to audit all  HP riding sessions at no charge.

This program does not replace full  time coaching, but is in
place to supplement and help guide a full  program. HP
members are required to be in a training program with their
own coach(es).  The team members are encouraged to bring
their coach(es) to audit the riding sessions so that
performance planning and skil ls assessment can be discussed
including all  parties involved in a rider's program.

ALBERTAALBERTAALBERTA      HIGHHIGHHIGH
PERFORMANCEPERFORMANCEPERFORMANCE
EVENTINGEVENTINGEVENTING
PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM   

   



Leahona Rowland, from Kelowna, BC, is entering her seventh year
as the HP Coach/Consultant. Leahona is a High Performance 1
Certified Coach. The AHTA High Performance Chairperson is
Kathleen Ziegler.

Our members have had many educational opportunities over the
past number of years. In addition to lessons with Leahona, previous
clinicians have included current and past Canadian Eventing Team
members Peter Gray, Lynda Ramsay, Jessica Phoenix, Kyle Carter
and Shandiss McDonald; US Eventing Team member Matt Brown; FEI
Veterinarians Dr. Karen Nyrop and Dr. Alyssa Butters; as well  as
veterinarian Dr. Sarah Pedersen, registered Psychologist April  Clay
and equine nutritionist Tanja Minder BSc Ag EEBW.

For further information, please refer to the website
albertahighperformance.com If you have any questions, contact
Kathleen via email  ahtahighperformance@gmail.com



Anna Nelson & John B Good - 2009 bay Thoroughbred gelding by Alydeed out
of Johns Magic, bred in Alberta by Bill and Kathy Ramage.
Mackenzie Hoffman & Creative Crossing - 2014 bay Thoroughbred gelding, by
Creative Cause out of Dover Crossing, bred by Heinz Joseph Steinmann.
Madeleine Shank & Sweet Georgia Brown - 2010 chestnut Trakehner cross
mare.
McKenzie Saker & Nova - 2007 bay Thoroughbred mare by Royal Academy out
of Garavogue, bred by Arrowwood Farm.

Caitlyn Sutherland & EMS Florence - 2010 gray Irish Sport Horse mare by
Loch Cruise out of Kilshane Mansha, bred by Willie McElhinney.

Mikayla Hoffman & Eli - 2007 bay Thoroughbred gelding by Fisher Pond out of
Heavenish, bred in Alberta by Doug Clement and Darlene Harder.

CCI1*-L Team

CCI2*-L Individual

CCI3*-L Individual

Team Coach: Kyle Carter                             Chef D’Equipe: Kathleen Ziegler
 
 

Young RiderYoung RiderYoung Rider
ChampionshipsChampionshipsChampionships

We had 6 Young Riders
compete at the USEF Eventing
Young Rider Championships at
Tryon International 3 Day
Event, Nov 9-13, 2022 in Mill
Spring, North Carolina. They
had a week long training camp
with Team Coach Kyle Carter at
Five Ring Stables in Citra, FL
before heading to Tryon for the 

competition. Mother Nature threw a variety of weather at the competitors over
the course of the competition. From hot sun to torrential downpours thanks to
the passing hurricane, the riders had a lot more to contend with than just the
competition. They had a wonderful experience and we are so proud of them!



Our CCL3*-L individual Mikayla Hoffman
had an amazing clear cross country

round on Saturday over a tough course
which caught out many more

experienced pairs, and was sitting in
bronze individual medal position, but

sadly Eli did not pass the jog on Sunday.

We would like to congratulate Caitlyn
Sutherland for finishing 11th in the CCIYR2*-L,
and winning team silver for Team Canada with

her fellow competitors from Quebec! 
 

Our CCIJYR1*-L riders all tackled their very first
FEI; congratulations to Madeleine Shank for
placing 10th, Anna Nelson placing 12th, and

Mackenzie Hoffman placing 16th! Sadly
McKenzie Saker was eliminated on cross

country, but no doubt she will be back to fight
another day. Our Team Alberta placed 4th in

the team competition.
 

Thank you to Kyle and Jennifer Carter Eventing,
Kathleen Ziegler, Equinavia (Horze), Fun
Bonnets, Lesley McGill (Saddle Doctor),
Equestrian Canada, Alberta Horse Trials
Association, Matt & Jeramie-Lee Nelson,

Extreme Tack, Alhambra Stables, Mind's Eye
Ranch, Wedins, Alberta High Performance, and
Canadian Eventing Development Foundation!



Horses have the right away at all times
"Heads Up" means clear the way quickly!
Keep your children & dogs well back and under control
Maintain a reasonable distance from the dressage ring and cross country obstacles
Competitors will be eliminated if any assistance is given to them. Don't talk to them, point
the way, or coach from the sidelines
An excited or frightened horse may not be under the riders control- stay clear!

     During the dressage phase, a lot of concentration is required on the part of the horses, the
riders, and the judges. Please remember to keep as quiet as possible, and stay at a reasonable
distance from the dressage rings. No allowance is given if a horse is frightened by something,
which would cause the competitor to lose marks. 

     Cross country day can be tense for everyone. Competitors are focused intently on the job at
hand, and may not be aware of a spectator crossing their path. While you are welcome to
watch and walk anywhere on the course, it is vital that you are at no time on the path a horse
and rider may be using. Be aware that some jumps offer optional routes. Hold onto small
children and dogs, and be quiet & still near cross country obstacles. The riders will be
penalized for run outs or refusals no matter the reason! 
  
     In stadium jumping, spectators often line the arena fences to gain the best view of this last
and often nerve wracking phase. Usually the order of go is the reverse order of placing. Noises
and distractions should be kept to a minimum, as the competitors require extreme
concentration.

 Please keep in mind: 

Cheering is
encouraged!
Have fun!

SPECTATORS



A FEW TIPS TO KEEP US
ALL SAFE!

Horses are large, unpredictable
animals and are easily frightened
by sudden movements, sounds
and unfamiliar sights
Horses can be difficult to control
- please give horses and riders
ample room to maneuver
Avoid startling horses by running
or shouting, and advise your
children to keep back
In the stabling area, caution is
advised. Respect all signs and
always ask before interacting
with horses 

This sport  is  an excit ing discipl ine and offers a fun & support ive community .  
 

The eventing levels  in  A lberta start  with the EV60 and EV75 divis ions.  The dressage
tests in  these divis ions require walk ,  trot  and canter  in  a series of  re lat ively  s imple

patterns.  The cross country courses can be r idden at  a s low steady canter ,  g iv ing you
plenty of  t ime to drop down to the trot  for  fence approaches i f  you want.  The stadium

jumping wi l l  a lso be straight  forward and encouraging.  
 

We 've out l ined some of  the expectat ions in this  handbook -  f l ip  back a couple
pages to take a look!  

FIRST TIME COMPETITORS



Work with a certified instructor that has experience with cross country
Enter events early- they can fill up quickly. Payment secures your spot.
Make sure you have all the appropriate memberships
Know the rules - find the rule book on Equestrian Canada at
https://www.equestrian.ca/programs-services/rules
Be in condition; this is not just a test for the horse!
Walk the cross country course several times
Ask questions! Eventers are very friendly & love to help
Don’t forget the mandatory tack check for dressage
Always keep the RED flag on your RIGHT hand side - this goes for warm
ups & on course
In the dressage test, wait for the judge’s signal before entering the
ring. Use a white saddle pad & braid your horse's mane.
Don’t forget to correctly salute the judge at end of your dressage test
A thank you to the organizer & volunteers goes a long way! 

Here are some other good suggestions to get you started in eventing:



The object is to get the very lowest possible score, since the scores are calculated as
'Penalty Points'
Your dressage score is calculated at "however much less than perfect" out of the
highest score possible
From there, your aim is to add no more penalties to your dressage score with your
jumping phases
You can add penalty points to your score in cross country with refusals, or if you exceed
the optimum time or finish under the speed fault time
You can add penalty points to your score in stadium with refusals, knocking rails down,
or exceeding time

DAUNTING
STARTING CAN BE

Which division do I choose?
Open Division: Intended for experienced horse-rider combinations who have demonstrated
results at a higher level
Regular Division: Intended for horse-rider combinations just starting out in competition, or
upgrading to a new level

Scoring

Cross Country

1st disobedience - 20 points
2nd disobedience at same obstacle - 40
points
3rd disobedience at same obstacle -
Elimination
4th disobedience on course - Elimination
Over optimum time - 0.4 points per second
Under speed fault time - 1 point per second
Activating a frangible device - 11 points

Stadium Jumping

Knocking down an obstacle - 4 points
1st disobedience on course - 4 points
2nd disobedience on course - Elimination for
EV120, EV115, EV110 divisions
2nd disobedience on course - 8 penalties for
divisions up to and including EV105
3rd disobedience on course - Elimination for
divisions up to and including EV105
Over time - 0.25 points per second



Here are some diagrammed examples of cross country
refusals & permissible lines:

Pay attention as to whether the obstacles are numbered separately or as a
combination
A refusal is whenever your horse stops at an obstacle so that you have to re-
present, or takes a step backwards at the obstacle
A run out occurs if the horse has been presented to an obstacle, but avoids the
element in such a way that it must be presented again.
On XC you are not required to re-jump all the elements of a combination, if you have
a refusal or run out at any one of them. You may re-jump all the elements if you
wish, or just re-present at the element you had the refusal or runout.

 
Please note that this is only a summary - the EC Rule Book will be your best resource!



COMPETITORS,COMPETITORS,
PLEASE REMEMBER....PLEASE REMEMBER....

Please read through your whole show package at each competition!
 

In an effort to not crowd the warm up rings, please be mindful of not
heading over too early.

 
Tack check is only mandatory for dressage, and although recommended, is

provided as a courtesy for the other two phases.
 

If you are eliminated or retire on cross country, you still have to report to
the finish line personnel. Please get off the course as quickly as possible,

then head to finish - you do not have to bring your horse. 

to Afillyate Photography for
their generous donation of
their beautiful 2022 season
pictures for this handbook





DRESSAGE TESTS































www.albertahorsetrials.com


